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. i finale Ghfe which drew about halfan Inch^this I had faftned 
« , S^Skc a pair c/S^acles, which I placed before 


m ne ev« and fo holding the leaf of a Nettle at a convenient dtftance 
from my eye. I did firft,with the thrufting of feveral of thefe briftles into 
3 perceive that prefently after I had thruft them in I felt the burn- 
ing pain begin j next I obfervd in divers of them, that ujjonthiufting 
my Leer againft their tops, the Bodkin (if I may fo call it) did not in 
the Jeaft bend, but I could perceive moving up and down within it a cer- 
tain liquor, which upon thrufting the Bodkin againft its bafts, orbagg B, 

I could perceive to rife towards the top, and upon taking away my hand, 
I could fee it again fubfide, and fhrink into the bagg; this I did very 
often and faw this Thtnomtnon as plain as I could ever fee a parcel ot 
water afeend and defeend ina pipe of Glafs. But the bafts underneath thefe 
Bodkins on which they were faffc > were made of a more pliable fubftance, 
and looked almoft like a little bagg of green Leather, or rather refem- 
bled the fhapeand furface of a wilde Cucumber, or cucumeris ajinivi, 
and I could plainly perceive them to be certain little baggs, bladdcrs,or 
receptacles full of water, or as I ghefs, the liquor of the Plant, which w*as 
poifonous, and thofe fmall Bodkins were but the Syringe-pipes, or Gly- 
fter-pipes, which firft made way into the Ikin, and then ferved to convey 
that poifonous juice,upon the prefiing of thofe little baggs, into the in- 
terior and fenfible parts of the fkin, which being lo difeharg’d, does cor- 
rode, or, as it were, burn that part of the fkin it touches $ and this pain 
will fometimes laft very long, according as the imprellion is made deeper 
or ftronger. 

The other parts of the leaf or furface of the Nettle, have very little 
confiderable, but what is common to moft of thefe kinds of Plants, as the 
ruggednefs or indenting, and hairinefs, and other roughnefles of the fur- 
face or out-fide of the Plant, of which I may fay more in another place. 
As I lhall likewife of certain little pretty cleer Balls or Apples which I 
have obferved to ftick to the fides of thefe leaves, both on the upper and 
under fide, very much like the fmall Apples which I have often obferv’d 
to grow on the leaves of an Oak call’d Oak-apples which are nothing but 
the Matrices of an Infeff, as I elfewhere fbew. 

The chief thing therefore is, how this Plant comes, by fo flight a touch, 
to create fo great a pain^and the reafon of this feems to be nothing elfe,but 
the corrofive penetrant liquor contain’d in the fmall baggs or bladders, 
upon which grow out thofe fharp Syringe-pipes, as I before noted 5 and 
very confonantto this, is the reafon of the pain created by the fting of a 
Bee, Wafp, &c. as I elfewhere fhew : For by the Dart, which is likewife a 
pipe, is made a deep paflage into the fkin, and then by the anercrof the 
Hy, is his gaily poifonous liquor injefted ^ which being admitted among 
the fenfible parts, and fo mix’d with the humours or juices of 

that part, does create an Ebullition perhaps, or effervefeevs, as isufually 
obfervd in the mingling of two differing Chymical [alive liquors, by 
which means the parts become fwell’d, hard, and very painfull ; for 
thereby the nervous and fenfible parts are not onely ftretch’d and ftrain’d 
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